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Official 
'comedies' 




Our elected officials remain a con- 
stant source of amusement, although 
most are badly lacking in anything that 
resembles a sense of humor when it 
comes to their conduct in office. 

Ronald Reagan is reportedly furious 
with the congressional report on the 
Iran-contra scandal. 

How dare the senators imply the 
president was not in full charge? Mr. 
Reagan apparently wants the whole 
world to believe not a single White 
House paperclip falls without his per- 
sonal permission. Harry Truman would 
snap his bow tie at that knee-slapper. 

The man from Missouri’s the-buck- 
stops-here acceptance of responsibility 
for the Oval Office made no attempt to 
encompass the peccadillos of his under- 
lings. Swapping influence for mink and 
deep freezers cost a pair of Mr. 
Truman's closest chums their high jobs. 
In fact, during nearly seven years in 

—Washington, -Mr,- Reagan has taken 
great public pride in managing the 
nation's affairs by delegating authority. 
Fortune magazine ballyhooed the 
president as the very model of a chief 
executive because he passed around the 
reins of authority. 

When disaster struck, as in the mas- 
sacre of the Marines outside Beirut, Mr. 
Reagan gained high marks in opinion 
surveys for seeming to take personal 
blame. He was at fault, but in a much 
more serious way than projected by his 
posturing before television cameras. 

Those Marines’ blood belonged 
squarely on the hands and souls of the 
gung-ho presidential advisers who 
advocated their dispatch into the middle 
of Lebanon's bloody chaos. What ado- 
lescent mentality would believe “a few 
good men” could keep the peace where 
both the Syrian and Israeli armies had 
failed? 

. 1 There was the beginning of the Iran- 
contra scandal, in Mr. Reagan’s refusal 
to hold accountable the men who 

_ betrayed his confidence, failed the 
national interests and set up the 
Marines, in the process. 

As Harry Truman demonstrated, 
while no president can possibly keep 
track of all his men’s doings, when 
malfeasance in the White House is dis- 
covered, he must move to preserve the 
integrity of the office. (And if this 
Republican chief executive prefers an 
example from his own party, then let 
him look to the manner with which 



Dwight Elsenhower handled the 
Sherman Adams affair.) 

Unfortunately, Ronald Reagan grasps 
?u * burden °* toe presidency 

that, according to some sources, he may 
pardon Oliver North and his cohorts 
thus denying both them and the cause of 
American justice their “day in court.” 

I For Mr. Reagan to assume anyone 
would accept that he is in-charge ranks 

h?story° f ^ SickeSt jokes Washington 

To prove moral myopia is not limited 
to the federal level, then have a look at 
Maryland Gov. William Donald 
Schaefer and the man who tended Mr 
Schaefer’s automobile while he was 
Baltimore’s mayor. 

Since the State Police furnish drivers 
for the state’s chief executive, Mr. 
Schaefer’s long-time chauffeur moved 
up to become major domo of the 
governor’s mansion. 




When the man lost that job to Mr. 
Schaefer’s official hostess, Secretary of 
State Winfield Kelly created the postion 
of Official High Keeper of Slot Machines 
for the counties where they are legal. 

When that exalted rank fell under 
protests from the counties, Mr. Kelly 
withdrew the title but left untouched the 
one-time chauffeur’s fatter paycheck. 
He’s still drawing a state salary. 

When the Baltimore Sun first broke 
the story, Mr. Schaefer rushed to pro- 
test he found the situation “embarrass- 
ing.” There was a mild disclaimer that 
Mr. Kelly had promoted the former 
chauffeur without informing the 
governor. 

When that dim-witted ploy fell flat, 
Mr. Schaefer thrashed out at the press 
for reporting his embarrassment, or 
something. 

Frederick County commissioners 
earned their way into this column by 
attempting to stonewall when Glade 
Time and Mountain Mirror columnist 
John Ashbury exposed questionable 
Winchester Hall purchasing 
proceedures. 

Even when subordinate officials 
admitted the procedures were out of 
control, the commissioners undertook 
no cure, opting instead to call for an 
exhaustive and time-consuming audit. 

Some of Mr. Ashbury’s printed alle - 
gations deserved direct resEoflSl?. lTTey 
cfrealGcTthe impression of cnmmsrhacts 
by county employees. Left unanswered, 




tuey spread the nouon that the commis- 
sioners are covering up. 

Winchester Hall’s failure to request a 
criminal investigation, along with the 
audit, smacks of bureaucratic tap- 
dancing. It guarantees a longer life to 
the sordid affair, and a further expen- 
diture of taxpayers’ dollars. 

Of course, some commissioners hold 
Mr. Ashbury responsible for their 
plight. A “gag” order has been slapped 
down on county workers, aimed at the 
columnist. 

Still, the affair is not without comedy. 
County workers who cooperate with the 
audit were promised immunity by the 
commissioners. However, since the 
county mother and fathers have no 
power over law enforcement or courts, 
what does their offer of immunity 
amount to? Maybe a good belly-laugh. 
One brief note to end. 

When this column reported Frederick 
Mayor Ron Young planned to open a 
downtown restaurant, he accused me of 
printing “outright lies.” He called this 
newspaper “unethical” for publishing 
the column. 

Two weeks ago, on the front page, Mr. 
Young announced his R. J. Jilly’s 
restaurant will open this month. Of 
course, he did not disclose the sources of 
his funding, merely stating he and two 
partners each had put up $10,000 in 
cash. Additional money, according to 
the mayor, will come from borrowings, 
but, he added, not from banks. 

Not to worry. No problem. You see, 
Mr . Young and his colleagues have such 
a dynamite record of spectacular suc- 
cess in the high-risk restaurant business 
that there must be an army of investors 
all wanting to get rich, “along with Ron 
baby.” That’s the scoop, straight from 
the Tooth Fairy. 



And tomorrow there’ll be a sack of 
apricots outside each News-Post 
reader’s door. 




